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IFALPA provides this data for information only, In all cases pilots should follow their 
company’s guidance and procedures. 

In the interests of flight safety, reproduction of this bulletin in whole or in part
is encouraged. It may not be offered for sale or used commercially. All reprints

must credit IFALPA

ALPA International have issued the 
following safety alert concerning 
operations outside of class B airspace
ALPA-International continues to receive pilot reports stating that, at a number of high-density U.S. airports, air
traffic controllers have issued clearances to pilots of arriving aircraft that have caused these flights to:

(1) exit the side of the top tier of the Class B airspace, or

(2) descend below the floor of the Class B airspace. 

Additionally, controllers rarely issue the required advisories that inform pilots when they are leaving or reenter-
ing Class B airspace. FAA Order 7400.2, Procedures for Handling Airspace Matters, states, ““TThhee  pprriimmaarryy  ppuurrppoossee
ooff  aa  CCllaassss  BB  aaiirrssppaaccee  aarreeaa  iiss  ttoo  rreedduuccee  tthhee  ppootteennttiiaall  ffoorr  mmiiddaaiirr  ccoolllliissiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  aaiirrssppaaccee  ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  aaiirrppoorrttss
wwiitthh  hhiigghh--ddeennssiittyy  aaiirr  ttrraaffffiicc  ooppeerraattiioonnss””..  

Supporting this document are items in FAR Part 91 and the Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM):

• FAR 91.131 requires pilots of large turbine-powered aircraft to remain at or above the floor of Class B air-
space uunnlleessss  aaddvviisseedd  ootthheerrwwiissee  bbyy  AATTCC.

NOTE: The FAA air traffic controllers’ handbook, FAA Order 7110.65R, says that, when controllers direct pilots
out of Class B airspace for separation purposes, ssuucchh  eevveennttss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  tthhee  eexxcceeppttiioonn  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  tthhee  rruullee and
requires them to advise pilots when they exit or reenter Class B airspace.

• The AIM states that cclleeaarraannccee  ffoorr  aa  vviissuuaall  aapppprrooaacchh  iiss  nnoott  aauutthhoorriizzaattiioonn  ffoorr  ppiilloottss  ooff  ttuurrbbiinnee--ppoowweerreedd  aaiirr--
ppllaanneess  ttoo  ooppeerraattee  bbeellooww  tthhee  ddeessiiggnnaatteedd  fflloooorr  ooff  CCllaassss  BB  aaiirrssppaaccee..
ALPA has found several inconsistencies in the documents relating to ATC procedures and Class B airspace. The
Association has brought them to the attention of the FAA and the rest of the aviation community.

RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss::
Until the FAA permanently resolves this problem, ALPA-I recommends:
• Whenever possible, have a chart depicting the Class B airspace in which you will operate available for 
reference.
• If it appears you may exit the Class B airspace, advise the controller that you want to remain within it.
• If you find yourself operating below a Class B upper shelf, DDOO  NNOOTT  EEXXCCEEEEDD  tthhee  FFAARR  9911..111177  SSPPEEEEDD  LLIIMMIITT  OOFF
220000  kkttss  IIAASS.. Controllers do not have the authority to issue a clearance to fly faster than this limit.


