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IFALPA calls for an immediate return of
passports for Legacy pilots

CHERTSEY 16 November: The International Federation of Air Line Pilots’ Associations (IFALPA) calls on
the Brazilian authorities to expedite the conclusion of an independent technical investigation into the
circumstances surrounding the tragic mid-air collision between a Gol Airlines B-737 and an Excelair
Embraer Legacy business jet, and to release the findings of this investigation in a timely fashion.

Thus far, only contradictory facts, rumor and unsupported allegations have been forthcoming from
Brazilian government officials. To date there has been no indication from the Court, which has retained
the passports of the Excelair pilots, that it has made any objective assessment of the circumstances
surrounding the event.

Furthermore, the Federation notes that there are internationally agreed procedures enshrined by treaty
that allow countries to pursue appropriate criminal prosecutions against citizens of another state if suf-
ficient evidence can be presented to show that an internationally recognised crime has been commit-
ted.

Therefore, there is no valid reason for the continued detention of the two Excelair pilots. As a result,
the Federation demands that the Brazilian authorities immediately return the passports of the Excelair
pilots and that these pilots be allowed to return to their homes forthwith.

Notes to Editors

The International Federation of Air Line Pilots’ Associations represents in excess of 100,000 pilots in
more than 95 countries world-wide. The mission of IFALPA is to be the global voice of airline pilots, pro-
moting the highest level of aviation safety and security world-wide and providing services, support and
representation to all of its Member Associations. See the Federation website www.ifalpa.org

For more information contact Gideon Ewers, IFALPA Media Communications Officer +44 1932 579041
or on gideonewers@ifalpa.org



